Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.125; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.0.
In the title compound, C 13 H 9 ClN 4 O 4 , there are two crystallographically independent molecules in the asymmetric unit, which have very similar conformations. The C N-N angles in each independent molecule are 115.0 (2) and 116.6 (2) , which are significantly smaller than the ideal value of 120 expected for sp 2 -hybridized N atoms. This is probably a consequence of repulsion between the nitrogen lone pairs and the adjacent N-N bonds. Two bifurcated intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds help to establish the molecular conformation and consolidate the crystal packing. Mo K radiation = 0.31 mm À1 T = 295 (2) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005); cell refinement: APEX2; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2005); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. 
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R[F 2 > 2σ(F 2 )] = 0.047 H-atom parameters constrained wR(F 2 ) = 0.125 w = 1/[σ 2 (F o 2 ) + (0.0511P) 2 + 0.2987P] where P = (F o 2 + 2F c 2 )/3 S = 1.07 (Δ/σ) max = 0.
